Abstract of the Disclosure 

A communications device apparatus and method is detailed that allows for 
improved system statistics gathering of network communication links, dataports, and 
system status. The improved communications device apparatus and method utilizes a 
relative time reference or clock for the determination of the starting and ending of system 
statistics gathering time periods. Thus allowing for the contiguous gathering of system 
statistics without errors or gaps caused by time changes made to an absolute time 
reference. 
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